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ASX ANNOUNCEMENT  
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6 NOVEMBER 2026 

VITA ADVANCES ICE PROJECT TOWARDS 2027 
EXPLORATION PROGRAMME 

Highlights 

• The ICE Polymetallic Project in Yukon, Canada, encompasses potential for copper, gold, cobalt, silver 

and indium1. 

• Vita has submitted a revised Tū Łidlini Assessment Process (TAP) to the Ross River Dena Council 

(RRDC). The submission seeks approval for Class 1 exploration activities at the ICE Polymetallic Project 

in Yukon, Canada, with field activities planned for the 2027 Yukon exploration season. 

• RRDC has indicated willingness to consider lower-impact exploration activities, including geophysical 

surveys, soil geochemistry, geological mapping and prospecting. 

• Vita is evaluating an expanded electromagnetic (EM) survey at the ICE Project, using either airborne or 

ground-based methods. EM surveying is a proven exploration technique for identifying conductive 

massive sulphide mineralisation, including potential extensions to known deposits and separate satellite 

sulphide bodies. The identification of additional mineralised zones would provide new, high-priority drilling 

targets, supporting Vita's key economic objective of expanding the ICE Mineral Resource. 

• The application builds on the positive Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board 

(YESAB) recommendation2 and five-year Class 3 exploration approval granted by the Yukon 

Government, which is attached as “Appendix A”. 

• Programme designed to refine targets ahead of future drilling at ICE, which has 10,584 metres of 

historical drilling, a copper JORC 2012 Mineral Resource Estimate3 and multiple exploration targets. 

Vita Resources NL (ASX: VTA) (Vita or the Company) advises it has lodged with the Ross River Dena Council 

(RRDC) a revised Tū Łidlini Assessment Process (TAP) application for the ICE Polymetallic Project in Yukon, 

Canada. The application, lodged in November 2026, seeks RRDC consent for a Class 1 exploration programme, 

with field work targeted for the 2027 Yukon season. 

The submission follows the positive recommendation received from the Yukon Environmental and Socio-

economic Assessment Board (YESAB)2 and the Yukon Government’s subsequent grant of a five-year Class 3 

Quartz Mining Land Use Approval (LQ00620), effective until 6 October 2031.  

Vita Resources Chairman Gavin Rutherford commented: “Our application to the Ross River Dena Council 

represents another important step towards recommencing field exploration at ICE in 2027, following two 

significant regulatory milestones with the positive YESAB recommendation and the Yukon Government’s five-

year exploration approval. We welcome RRDC’s willingness to consider geophysical, geochemical and other 

lower-impact exploration activities at ICE. 

“More than 10,000 metres of diamond drilling has been undertaken at ICE. A similar programme today, in such 

a remote location, would require a multi-million-dollar investment, meaning it’s essential to support future drilling 

with the best geological, geophysical and geochemical information available. Subject to receiving RRDC consent 

and suitable funding, we look forward to commencing exploration during the 2027 field season.” 

 
1 Refer ASX VTA announcement dated 17 February 2026. 
2 Refer ASX VTA announcement dated 19 March 2026. 
3 Refer BMO (now VTA) ASX announcement dated 11 June 2025. 
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Traditional Owner Engagement 
The revised application follows discussions during which RRDC indicated to the Company it would consider a 

lower-impact, multi-year Class 1 exploration programme, incorporating provisions for reassessment as regional 

land-use investigations progress. 

RRDC has advised that consent for higher-impact Class 3 exploration activities is not presently available while 

regional land-use and protected-area feasibility investigations remain ongoing. The Yukon Government approval 

and RRDC consent are separate processes. 

Vita’s proposed programme, designed to advance geological understanding of ICE, includes ground-based 

geophysical surveys, soil geochemical sampling, geological mapping and prospecting, and potential airborne or 

drone-supported geophysical surveys where appropriate. No drilling is proposed under the revised application. 

 

Figure 1: Location map of the ICE Polymetallic Project in Yukon, Canada 

Past Drilling Programme 

Historical exploration at the ICE Project comprised 121 diamond drill holes totalling 10,584 metres4, with an 

average drilled length of approximately 87.5 metres per hole. The programme was relatively shallow and 

geographically concentrated, with 116 of the 121 holes drilled within an area measuring approximately 600 

metres by 400 metres. The drilling has tested less than 1% of the ICE Project area, leaving substantial areas 

untested. This is particularly significant in a volcanic-hosted massive sulphide (VHMS) geological setting, where 

mineralisation can occur in clusters of discrete sulphide bodies.  

Previous geological, geophysical and geochemical investigations have identified 11 priority exploration targets 

beyond the established resource4, including untested electromagnetic conductors. Vita considers that these 

targets, together with the limited extent and depth of historical drilling, provide a compelling rationale for 

systematic, project-wide exploration aimed at identifying additional mineralised zones. 

 
4 Refer VTA ASX announcement dated 30 April 2026. 

https://nwrcommunications.sharepoint.com/sites/NWRComms/Shared%20Documents/Current%20Clients/BMO%20-%20Bastion%20Minerals/Announcements/www.vitaresources.au


 

 
Vita Resources NL  |  info@vitaresources.au  |  www.vitaresources.au                Page 3 of 29 

ASX: VTA 

More Recent Interpretive Work 

In February 2026, Vita announced the findings of an independent geological re-evaluation of the ICE Project1, 

which identified previously under-recognised polymetallic mineralisation associated with the established copper 

resource.  

The review of historical drilling and assay data identified potentially significant gold, silver, cobalt and indium 

mineralisation, broadening the Project's exploration focus from copper-gold to a polymetallic system. Selected 

high-grade sulphide intersections demonstrated elevated concentrations of these associated metals, highlighting 

their potential to contribute additional economic value as co-products or by-products. 

Importantly, the review also identified the need to distinguish the near-surface oxide mineralisation from the 

underlying sulphide mineralisation, and to better understand the geological and structural controls influencing 

metal distribution. These findings provide a revised geological framework for future exploration, with particular 

emphasis on identifying additional polymetallic mineralisation, refining geophysical and geochemical targets, and 

improving the understanding of the broader ICE mineralised system. 

2027 Field Season 

The draft TAP application proposes establishing a field camp near the historical ICE camp in late May 2027, 

using helicopter-supported logistics and existing access trails where practicable. Detailed programme design, 

contractor engagement and expenditure commitments will depend on the scope of activities consented to by 

RRDC, seasonal access considerations and available funding. 

Future Drilling Programmes 

Historical drilling has defined a copper Mineral Resource Estimate3, while more recent geological interpretation 

has established the Project’s broader polymetallic potential1. Despite these advances, the broader project 

remains underexplored, with numerous targets warranting further investigation. 

It is typical for Volcanogenic Massive Sulphide (VMS) systems to have multiple ore bodies in clusters. These are 

amenable to EM detection prior to and as a guide for drilling. 

Vita considers that integrating existing drilling data with modern geological, geophysical and geochemical 

information is essential to refining target selection, optimising drill-hole positioning and improving geological 

confidence before committing to further diamond drilling. 

Next Steps 

Vita’s priorities are to: 

1. Lodge the revised TAP application with RRDC. 

2. Progress discussions with RRDC regarding the scope and conditions of the proposed Class 1 programme 

and longer-term exploration opportunities at ICE. 

3. Finalise the technical design and logistical planning for the proposed 2027 field season. 

ENDS 

This announcement has been authorised for release by the Board of Vita Resources NL. 

 

For more information, please visit our website, or contact: 

Gavin Rutherford Investor & Media Relations  

Chairman Ben Creagh 

P: +61 400 250 441 

E: gavin.rutherford@vitaresources.au E: benc@nwrcommunications.com.au   

https://nwrcommunications.sharepoint.com/sites/NWRComms/Shared%20Documents/Current%20Clients/BMO%20-%20Bastion%20Minerals/Announcements/www.vitaresources.au
mailto:gavin.rutherford@vitaresources.au
mailto:benc@nwrcommunications.com.au
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Appendix A: Yukon Government Class 3 Quartz Mining Land 
Use Approval LQ00620 
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Statements and Disclaimers 

Competent Person Statement 
The information in this report that relates to gold exploration results, is based on information compiled by Ray 
Muskett who is a Member of the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (AusIMM). Ray Muskett is a 
Director of the Company and holds shares in the Company. Ray Muskett has sufficient experience relevant to 
the style of mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and to the activity currently being undertaken 
to qualify as a Competent Person as defined in the 2012 edition of the “Australasian Code for Reporting of 
Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves”. Ray Muskett consents to the inclusion in this report 
of the matters based on his information in the form and context in which it appears.  

The information in this report that relates to Mineral Resources for ICE is extracted from the ASX Announcement 
dated 11 June 2025 “6.43 Mt @ 1.07% Cu JORC MINERAL RESOURCE ESTIMATE FOR ICE COPPER-GOLD 
PROJECT” and is available to view on the Company’s website. 

The information in this report that references previously reported exploration results is extracted from the 
Company’s ASX market announcements released on the date noted in the body of the text where that reference 
appears. The previous market announcements are available to view on the Company's website 
(www.vitaresources.au) or on the ASX website (www.asx.com.au). The Company confirms that it is not aware of 
any new information or data that materially affects the information included in the original market announcement. 
The Company confirms that the form and context in which the Competent Person’s findings are presented have 
not been materially modified from the original market announcements. 

 

Forward-Looking Statements 
Certain statements contained in this Announcement, including information as to the future financial or operating 
performance of Vita Resources and its projects may also include statements which are ‘forward‐looking 
statements’ that may include, amongst other things, statements regarding targets, estimates and assumptions in 
respect of mineral reserves and mineral resources and anticipated grades and recovery rates, production and 
prices, recovery costs and results, capital expenditures and are or may be based on assumptions and estimates 
related to future technical, economic, market, political, social and other conditions.  These ‘forward-looking 
statements’ are necessarily based upon a number of estimates and assumptions that, while considered 
reasonable by Vita Resources , are inherently subject to significant technical, business, economic, competitive, 
political and social uncertainties and contingencies and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties that 
could cause actual events or results to differ materially from estimated or anticipated events or results reflected 
in such forward‐looking statements. 

Vita Resources disclaims any intent or obligation to update publicly or release any revisions to any forward‐
looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events, circumstances or results or otherwise 
after the date of this Announcement or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events, other than required by 
the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) and the Listing Rules of the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX). The words 
‘believe’, ‘expect’, ‘anticipate’, ‘indicate’, ‘contemplate’, ‘target’, ‘plan’, ‘intends’, ‘continue’, ‘budget’, ‘estimate’, 
‘may’, ‘will’, ‘schedule’ and similar expressions identify forward‐looking statements. 

All ‘forward‐looking statements’ made in this Announcement are qualified by the foregoing cautionary statements. 

Investors are cautioned that ‘forward‐looking statements’ are not guarantee of future performance and 
accordingly investors are cautioned not to put undue reliance on ‘forward‐looking statements’ due to the inherent 
uncertainty therein. 

 

For further information please visit the Vita Resources NL website at www.vitaresources.au   
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